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A clear and concise text describes the incredible power of lightening and it's positive and negative

effects on living things.
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Grade 1-4-These two beginning chapter books will whet the appetites of young scientists. Hopping

introduces children to an amazing and deadly natural phenomenon. Many interesting facts about

the study of lightning from the historical (Ben Franklin) to the modern (today's computer technology)

are included as well as cultural connections (Zeus) and the experiences of people who have

survived being struck by lightning. The watercolor illustrations include maps, diagrams, and action

scenes. McNulty shares information about bats through her memories of a summer spent in a

house filled with these winged creatures. Full- and double-page illustrations show various family

members reacting to the animals. This combination of personal narrative and facts is one that

children will find appealing and informative.Maura Bresnahan, Shawsheen School, Andover, MA

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Purchased this book for my daughter who is afraid of storms. Read through it in advance, the

material is full of stories of people being harmed by lightening. May be suitable and entertaining for

those who want to learn more stories or about the science of lightening, but not in order to demystify

and calm fears.

I thought this book was very well-illustrated for young children. The charts and tables and diagrams

were easy to understand, and attracted interest in the text. This was an important book for me to

read with my grandchildren because we live in New Mexico, where lightning is an almost daily

event. As with the Floods book in this series, it features a female scientist and young girls in the

illustrations, which really helps my granddaughters to relate to the information. The science is clear.

My granddaughters really grasped the concepts, and could even use the book to observe our

lightning storms. For example, the books says to close your eyes right after a lightning strike and

you can see the pattern of the lightning, in miniature, on your eyelids. It really works!

The kids like all the books in this series--hurricanes, tornadoes and lightning being the favorites.

They're easy to read and present the science in a very engaging and friendly way. I like the mix of

personal stories and science information, especially.
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